W: supremacists and nazis in Toronto today are building on a 
long history. In the 30s, they formed Swastika clubs and fought 
with Jewish youth in the streets. In the 50s the Canadian Nazi Party 
formed to revive the fascist movement. Even in the flower-power days of 
60s and 70s, neo-nazis were active in the Western Guard, attacking 
African, Jewish and left communities. 
Today, no one group unites the extreme right in Toronto, and we hear 

of their activities as isolated cases. Examples from 1997: 

e Ernst Zundel appears before a Human Rights Commission Tribunal to 
argue for his right to lie about the Holocaust on the Internet 

e February — Paul Fromm, high school teacher and long-time activist in 
the neo-Nazi and extreme right, is fired from his job by the Peel Board of 
Education because of his nazi connections 

e March — boneheads march down Yonge Street to City Hall to protest the 
International Day for the Elimination of Racism. A week later, some of the 
same boneheads attack reporters covering the trial of an anti-racist youth 
e April — Police raid the home of George Burdi, owner of Resistance Records, 
a white power record label, and later charge him with “promoting hatred” 

e May — Racist thug Chris Newhook is sentenced to three years for 
various assaults 
20 nazis protest against Roma (“Gypsy”) refugees in 
Scarborough. 8 are later charged with “promoting hatred” 


e August - 


e October - boneheads from Toronto and Detroit attack a bartender 
leaving work alone in downtown Toronto, hours after being kicked out by 
the anti-racist staff and patrons 


e November — three racist organizers run in Toronto's mega-election. 
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These individual events are rarely linked together in the public eye. Many 
people are unaware of how active neo-Nazis and their “racial comrades” 
are in the Toronto area. But these losers see themselves as warriors in a 
life-or-death struggle with the forces of multiculturalism, sexual diversity 
and women’s liberation. They believe that Jews are trying to destroy 
“Western civilization” and see “communists” lurking in every government 
office and media outlet. They deny the horror of the Holocaust, African 
slavery, and the genocide of Native people in the Americas. Who are 


they? To find out more about the nazis in our ‘hood, read on! 


“The Heritage Front | 1990s, he Toronto. 
isa Nazi Front!” 


based Heritage Front 
was one of the most 
successful fascist organizations in Canadian history. The story of its rise 
and fall is good background to what we are dealing with today. 

In 1989 Wolfgang Droege was released from prison in the United 
States. He had been jailed for drug trafficking, and for his role in a failed 
attempt by a gang of white supremacist mercenaries to militarily conquer 
the Caribbean island of Dominica, in order to set up an international 
fascist base of operations. On returning to Canada, Droege established 
the Heritage Front with other white supremacists such as Gerry Lincoln 
and Grant Bristow. 

The Heritage Front made a bid for mainstream credibility, soft- 
pedalling their hate and promoting themselves as an “equal rights for 
whites” group. The group established a phone line which plays racist, 
anti-semitic, homophobic and paranoid anti-communist messages, and 
still serves as a major recuitment tool. Literally a “front group” for racists 


and anti-semites of all stripes, the group had the support of such notorious 
racists as the late Canadian Nazi Party and Aryan Nations bigwig John 
Ross Taylor, Paul Fromm, and international nazi propagandist and 
financier Ernst Zundel (more on these two later). The cult-like paramilitary 
Church of the Creator (COTC), an international organization based in 
Wisconsin, provided muscle for the group. The Front especially targeted 
young people for recruitment in high schools and on the streets. 

At first the Front was successful, organizing rallies that attracted up to 
250 people. The media covered them almost uncritically, giving a voice to 
racist calls for a “white homeland” and against employment equity and 
non-white immigration. It wasn’t until anti-racists began organizing that 
the true nature of this fascist organization was publicly exposed. In 1993, 
Front boneheads were implicated in two arsons at the home of a Jewish 
woman activist in Kitchener. In Toronto, boneheads waged a harassment 
campaign against a women’s shelter that ended in a serious attack on 
shelter staff and a fire at the shelter itself. An activist with the Black Action 
Defense Committee was jumped by two boneheads after a meeting, on the 
street in broad daylight. In Ottawa, boneheads went on a rampage 
through the streets after a Heritage Front concert. Arrested for breaking 
one woman’s nose was prominent Front member George Burdi. 

Among the most serious attacks was suffered by Sivarajah 
Vinasithamby, who remains partly paralyzed after a June 93 beating by 
Jason Hoolans, a bonehead on his way home from a Front concert. 
Within a week Anti-Racist Action brought a demonstration to one Front 
member's home to express some righteous anger; broken windows put the 
Front on notice that people were ready to fight back. Later that night, as 
the Front sought revenge for the demonstration, leader Wolfgang Droege 
was busted for breaking the jaw of an anti-racist. 

The Front was beginning to face community outrage over these 
attacks, and soon there was more pressure on the way — from the inside. 
Key youth recruiter Elisse Hategan defected in the summer of 1994. Soon 
after, it was revealed that the Front’s Number 2 man, Grant Bristow, had 
been an agent with the Canadian Security and Intelligence Service since 
1989! A parliamentary committee confirmed that their paid employee 
had contributed money and technical skills to the Heritage Front, and had 
harassed and collected information on the Front’s anti-fascist opponents. 

Anti-fascist resistance on all levels and increased community awareness 
have forced the Front to stop open fascist organizing in Toronto. Devoted Front 
followers outside Toronto continue to try to pull something off, but there's no sign 
of a major revival in the works. We've entered a new phase, as many 
supporters have splintered off and re-organized into the groups and scenes that 
anti-racists face as we approach the year 2000. 
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organizer in Toronto to 


The 


Youth KKKulture see the potential in 

| recruiting street youth 
and skinheads was Don Andrews, back in the 80s. Andrews is still alive 
and kicking, but only barely. He owns several rooming houses in Toronto’s 
east end, and regularly runs for mayor, representing the Nationalist Party 
of Canada. Otherwise, he’s too busy maintaining his various drug habits 
to do much damage. 

The Front also tried to bring youth into its organization, but especially 
after CSIS agent Grant Bristow was exposed, many of the more militant 
racists no longer trust Droege or other “leaders”. 

One successful project to emerge from the wreckage of the Heritage 
Front was Resistance Records, a white power record label and distributor 
founded in 1992 by George Burdi, who grew up in Woodbridge, outside 
of Toronto. With Resistance he hoped to unify the international white 
power youth scene, expand the market for racist bands, try to inject some 
serious fascist politics into the mainly mindless noise that passes for music 
in the neo-Nazi world, and get as much mainstream exposure as possible. 

Their glossy magazine RESISTANCE runs Burdi’s pompous editorials 
and interviews with various nazi heroes (including former SS officers}, 
and promotes the dozen or so bands recorded on the label. These include 
Aryan (based in Woodstock, Ontario) and Burdi’s own band RaHoWa 
(Racial Holy War), which has played several Heritage Front events in 
Toronto and London. 

Resistance Records has met with a bit of resistance themselves over the 
years. When they tried to organize the racist rock “concert of the century” 
in rural Wisconsin in September 94, an argument with a local Black youth 
ended with Nordic Thunder “singer” Joe Rowan getting his empty head 
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blown off and winning a free trip to “Valhalla”. In 1997, ARA activists 
in Detroit went door-to-door to build opposition to a Resistance-backed 
“clubhouse” frequented by gun-toting racists, until the landlord gave them 
the boot. In April 97, a major show backed by Resistance in Buffalo was 
cancelled after ARA youth raised hell in the media and among commu- 
nity groups. 

Also in April, cops raided the Detroit offices and Burdi’s home in 
Windsor at the same time. On the U$ side, the bones got off with a fine 
for unpaid taxes, but up here Burdi and his business partners are charged 
with promoting hatred under Canada’s “hate laws”. Only time will tell 
what effect this legal action will have on Resistance. 

With the growth of an anti-fascist youth scene, downtown Toronto has 
been mainly bonehead-free for the last couple of years. But the suburbs 
are hubs of racist youth activity. Scarborough boneheads were mainly 
responsible for the March 97 march down Yonge Street against the 
International Day for the Elimination of Racism and Apartheid. They were 
also prominent in the protest against Roma refugees organized by 
Heritage Front loser Walter Froebrich in August 97. Meanwhile, Polish 
boneheads are active in the west end. 

In the ‘burbs, organized opposition to the boneheads is often weak. 
But when anti-racist youth unify and take them on, as in Pickering in the 
past few years, they tend to get sick of being the target of determined 
resistance and fade away. 
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marginalized people, more “respectable” white supremacists try to stay 
squeaky clean. Paul Fromm is a prime example. He began his “career” in 
the 70s in the Edmund Burke Society at University of Toronto, and now 
heads up the Citizens for Foreign Aid Reform (C-FAR) and the Canadian 
Association for Free Expression (CAFE). 

C-FAR sponsors countless lectures and publishes booklets and newslet- 
fers against aid to Third World countries and non-white immigration. 
CAFE formed in 1980 to oppose the establishment of Human Rights 
Commissions in Canada, and is now, basically, a permanent defense 
committee for racists and anti-Semites. The newsletter rails against prose- 
cution of WWII war criminals, censorship of racists and anti-Semites, and 
hate crimes legislation. CAFE has sponsored speaking tours by British 
Holocaust denier David Irving, and the ongoing legal struggles of Nazi 
propagandist Ernst Zundel provides a constant rallying point for CAFE. 

Fromm himself worked as a high school teacher in Mississauga, until 
anti-racists put pressure on the Board to remove him from high school class- 
rooms. He was moved to adult education in 93, and in 97 was finally fired 
altogether, because of his continued association with nazi groups. 

Echoing CAFE’s demand fo scrap Human Rights Commissions is the 
Voice of Canadians Committees (VOCC), a lobby group against employ- 
ment equity and multiculturalism, supported by widely hated Toronto Sun 
columnist Christie Blatchford and city councillor Gordon Chong. As a 
group, the VOCC have been pretty quiet since the Tories took power; 
they're probably satisfied as Mike Harris implements many key points of 
their agenda! But one VOCC member, George Barkhouse, took it upon 
himself to harass ARA throughout 1996 and 1997 - although he hit a 
roadblock after ARA (with the help of NOW magazine) exposed how the 
Heritage Front publicly described him as one of their “activists in the 
field”! Just goes to show how intertwined these far-right freaks really are. 
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key player in the international nazi movement, Ernst Zundel. Zundel immi- 
grated to Canada from Germany in 1958 and eventually settled in 


local 


Toronto is home to a 


Toronto at 206 Carlton Street, which he has turned into a virtual fortress. 
From his hatequarters Zundel runs Samisdat Publishing, one of the largest 
nazi propaganda operations in the world. Author or distributor of 
pamphlets like “The Hitler We Loved And Why” and “Did Six Million 
Really Die?”, Zundel also produces shortwave radio and satellite TV 
shows for broadcast throughout Europe and in North America. He is 
especially important in Germany, where nazi publications are banned 


and harder to obtain. Fascists there credit him for the revival of nazi 
movements, which has resulted in the worst xenophobic violence in 
Europe since the Second World War. 

Zundel’s main obsession is denying the Holocaust — in order to clear 
the ground for broad acceptance of fascist ideology. He describes himself 
as a “truthmonger”, a “white civil rights activist” 
and even “the white Martin Luther King’! 

His crucial role has been minimized by the 
Canadian courts, which dismissed Holocaust- 
denial charges against him. One Supreme Court 
judge even described the case as an “ethnic 
conflict between Germans and Jews”! Since his 
victory in the courts, fascists around the world 
have seen him as an invincible hero, although 
that status may be tested in several important 
cases against him coming down the pipe today. 
Also embarassing was the defection of his wife 
Irene in 1997; she testified against him at a 
Human Rights Commission Tribunal investigating 
his web-site operation. 

We first met one of Zundel’s employees, Marc 
Lemire, as a high school activist for the Heritage Front. Now he’s gradu- 
ated to the big-time as Webmaster for the “Freedom Site” - a page linking 
his own Canadian Patriots Network, the Heritage Front, Fromm’s organi- 
zations, and outright Nazi propaganda and Holocaust denial materials. 

In 1997 Marc ran for school trustee in the Beaches on a platform of 
homophobia and fear of crime. He actually advocated more security in 







ag Toronto’s Anti-Racist ACTION came together in September 1992, at a time when whit 
_ supremacist groups were making a bid for mainstream credibility and recruiting 
white youth as shock troops for their genocidal plans. Since then we have been 
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schools and self-defense training for hall monitors - everything that kids 
hate most! Marc, how far you’ve travelled. 


lt can be tempting to ignore neo-nazi organizing and violence. It’s 
sometimes easier to see them only as losers, cranks or isolated extremists 
- rather than face the larger problems of wide- 
spread racism, homophobia, and anti-Semitism in 
society. But if we learn anything from history, it’s 
that fascism is not a movement to be ignored. 

Canadian fascists have neither the numbers 
nor power to influence government policy. But 
neither did the European far-right a decade ago, 
and today racist youth control the streets in many 
eastern European cities, while in western Europe 
fascists are being elected as mayors and MPs. 
Ih And even when their numbers are small, nazis 

| KE pose a physical threat fo our communities and can 

Da create a climate of fear that is itself harmful. 

If we choose to ignore the growth of fascism in 
this country - and choose not to challenge the 
everyday racism, sexism, homophobia and anti- 
Semitism we encounter in our own lives — then we allow the grounds for 
fascist movements to remain fertile, and they will grow accordingly. 

If we choose fo act against racism and prejudice - in our schools, in 
our families, among our friends, and on the streets - then we can pull up 
the weeds before they spread... 


working in schools, in our neighbourhoods, and on the streets to show the strength of our a =~ ox T 


opposition to white supremacy and fascism, as well as our commitment to a mulfi-racit 


multi-cultural, sexually diverse, liberated and fun society. 


We will expose, oppose & confront organized racism and the far-right agen c 
through education, mass action, and support of broader anti-racist struggles. 
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